Penngrove Social Firemen

Resource Guide
Board of Directors:
President, Joe Pedrani
Vice President, Sco1 Finley
Secretary, Kim Hanson 707-794-1516
Treasurer, Julie Hanson 707- 546-6362
Director, Stan Pronzini
Director, Arnie Franklin
Director, Nick Bursio
Director, Bob MoreL
Director, Dan Colville
Executive Committee:
Bill Fishman & Roland Mellor
Finance and Budget Committee:
Julie Hanson, Treasurer
Jill MarRn, CPA
Clubhouse Committee:
Dan Colville
Penngrove Clubhouse & Park Rental:
Bev Palm 707-782-1183
Park Committee:
Kim Hanson Sco1 Finley
Don Barella - Maintenance Supervisor
Membership Chairperson:
Chuck Lucas
Media Contact: Lyndi Brown

Fundraising Committees:
Italian Night - Joe Pedrani
Crab Feed - Roland Mellor
Corned Beef and Cabbage
Stan Pronzini
Truckers Ball - Roland Mellor &
Julie Hanson
Rotary Bike Ride - Dan Colville
July Celebration - Board of Directors
Hawaiian Luau - Kim Hanson
Social Affairs Committee:
Lolli Evevich & Bob MoreL, Bar
Patsy Pedrani, Monthly Raﬄe
By-Laws and Legal CommiMee
Bill Fishman

Gazette

NOVEMBER 2019
P.O. Box 264, Penngrove, CA 94951

LOOKING BACK…
By: Jack Withington

JOSEF AND MARIE HALTER

Josef and Marie Halter lived on Hill Road; their mailbox read 8574. They hailed
from the Switzerland Canton of Obwalden and arrived in Penngrove in 1926 ader
spending Rme in Hollister and Santa Rosa. The family joined their neighbors
producing “Penngrove Eggs” while Joe augmented the family income by working
as a carpenter. Marie was a homemaker and tended the family garden. Soon,
Mary Agnes, Rose Marie, Emma, and brother Joe joined the family and helped
with the farm chores and a1ended Penngrove Elementary School.
As the ranch produced eggs, Josef was a master at self-suﬃciency. The
Halter’s smokehouse yielded bacon, hams, and sausages. The family’s basement
was a cornucopia of assorted tasty homemade wine and foods. Joe was a gracious
teacher to any neighbor with a desire to learn, including my father. Dad came
away with the knowledge of how to make root beer, Swiss cheese, and Joe’s
private red wine recipe.
In the basement was the neighborhood plunge, a wine barrel, that gave
the neighboring kids hours of enjoyment as Joe allowed us to swim and cool
down, escaping the summer heat. This took place while the addiRon of fresh
water cured the barrel. Many adernoons the Halter’s would invite the
neighboring youngsters for a “Roll Your Own” session. We sat around the family
table helping mass produce tailor made cigare1es with the aid of a small machine
designed for roll your own smokes. Since none of us were smokers, we did our
jobs in expectaRon of rewards of fresh French bread slathered with homemade
bu1er and jam.
As the Halter children matured, they led the ranch to work in the area.
Young Joe was a long-Rme employee in the parts department of the venerable
Murphy Chevrolet on Main Street. In 1951, he married Selda South in Reno,
Nevada. Rose Marie Halter married Novato dairyman James J. Grossi at the St
Joseph Catholic Church in CotaR in 1945. Mary Agnes Halter married another
Novato dairyman, George A. Grossi of Novato at the St. Joseph Catholic Church in
CotaR in 1947. Emma Halter, a long -Rme employee of the Diamond Match
lumber company of Santa Rosa, married David Chance an employee of the Toledo
Scale Company.
Seventy-year-old Josef Halter died at the Novato General Hospital in 1965.
His wife, Marie Halter, died in 1978 at a Novato convalescent hospital.

Next Membership Meeting

Next Board Meeting

Wednesday, November 6
at 6:30pm
at the Clubhouse

Tuesday, November 12
at 6:30pm
at Joe Pedrani’s home

Arkul Arrangements is a 501(c)(3) nonproﬁt supporRng families with the Second 5 (ages 5-10) message,
“Play, Interact and Guide – Good Manners will be MulRplied!” and with services that arkully arrange nocost or low-cost ways for parents and grandparents to play with their children in public because that is
where kids pracRce what is being taught at home about good manners, social skills and respect for elders
and other’s property – before they get cell phones. For addiRonal informaRon, you can call coordinator
Diane at 707-664-8656, or visit www.arkularrangements.org.

PSF Board Meeting – Tuesday, October 15, 2019 at 6:10pm
Held at Bob Moretti’s house. Absent: Dan Colville and Stanley Pronzini
Discussion:
- Much needed storage container will be delivered to the park on October 26
- Joe and Scott will talk with park ranger about his duties in the park
- Polenta Feed on Nov 2 still needs helpers. Joe and Arnie will assist with the bar
- Suggestion to have an Antique Faire in the park next year as a fundraiser. We will revisit this next
year.
- A big THANK YOU to Byron and Byron Nelson Jr for pressure washing the new tables and
applying a water sealer.
- Julie ordered more wristbands
Motions:
- Scott 1st, Julie 2nd, all in favor to purchase an AED unit. This will be mounted in the clubhouse.
Hopefully we will never need to use it. Better safe than sorry
- Joe 1st, Arnie 2nd, all approve that we hire someone to remove the bark along the side wall of the
clubhouse. The bark is too high, and this can cause dry rot.
- Scott wishes to replace or create new plaques that were once on the stone plaque at the front
entrance in the park. Julie 1st, Kim 2nd, all in favor. It is not known what had been there originally.
However, at the clubhouse work day a brass plaque was found in the garage with several names
listed, see below. Other names had been on the plaque but signs of them being removed.
Vandalized??
***Note that after some research it was confirmed these names on the plaque were in memoriam of
people who either gave money and/or time to build the park in the 1950’s. These names are unfamiliar
and would great to know who they were and who the others may have been that were removed.

Please help us identify these
people.

We would love to honor them
for helping provide us with
this wonderful park.

It was agreed we will continue to donation this year to the following:
Xmas for Kids
$200.00
Penngrove School: $500.00
PSF is sponsoring a table at a February dinner at the Elks Club in Petaluma, which will recognize the law
enforcement community.
Reminder: Nominations for Directors, new or incumbents will only be held at the November meeting.
Voting will take place at the December meeting.
November meeting will also honor all Veterans with a free dinner.
Another big THANK YOU goes to Carlene Finely for overseeing our sign on Main St.
Adjourned at 7:30pm.

Interested in having your ad appear in our newsletters?
Please contact Julie at 707-546-6362 for more information.

Space Available
Call: 707-795-3298

Join us for the Holiday Parade of Lights
Sunday, December 15, 2019
More details to come!

